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Wednesday, June 26 Matenadaran

10h00 Coffee Break

10h30 Opening remarks
Ani Aprahamian

The Chair of the ASOF Executive Board will open the annual meeting with 
welcoming words and an overview of the conference plans and goals.

The Board will solicit nominations for new Board members from the floor and 
remotely. There are 3 Board seats up for election. The election vote will be 
administered electronically starting in the evening of June 26 and closing in the 
morning of June 28. 

10h45 Nominations for new Board candidates
Mary Papazian

A presentation of activities from 2023-24,  and a roadmap for the next steps.11h00 2023-24 Overview
Vatche Sahakian

Brief updates from three ASOF engagements: ASOF Outreach led by Lilit 
Movsisyan, Summer school program at NUACA led by Stefan Kristensen, and the 
new Center for Ethics in Public Affairs at AUA led by Maria Baghramian.

11h30 Brief updates
Maria Baghramian, Stefan Kristensen, 
Lilit Movsesyan 

The presentation covers brief information on the history, structure, and main 
directions of activities of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of 
Armenia, the position of the Academy regarding the program of integration of 
education and science in Armenia, as well as a vision of the Academy for the 21st 
century.

11h45 The National Academy of Sciences
Ashot Saghyan

The Engineering City (EC) has developed expertise in delivering engineering 
solutions, developing products, and manufacturing devices. It has also created 
an industry-based talent development system.  This year it will venture into 
applied research through five advanced research labs in Aerospace, Automotive, 
Semiconductor, Smart Manufacturing, and Cybersecurity & Computing.

14h00 Engineering City
Aram Salatian

The high-tech industry in Armenia is geared towards exporting. Most companies 
operate as outsourcing units for Western companies. Consequently, marketing 
and sales decisions are made at headquarters. Some Armenian high-tech firms 
possess their own intellectual property and manage their marketing. There are 
less explored markets, in consulting, within the Middle East, Asia, and Africa.

14h15 High-tech industry: outlook on export
Ashot Hovanesian

12h00 Lunch break

14h30 High-Tech Industry Showcase
Vahe Andonians, Davit Baghdasaryan, 
Davit Buniatyan, Madlene Minassian, 
Ashot Papoyan

Short showcase presentations from ActiveLoop, BiosimAI, Cognaize, Krisp, and 
PicsArt.
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15h00 Ministry of High-Tech Industry
Mkhitar Hayrapetyan

Government R&D funding and incentives are essential for increasing national 
competitiveness. ASOF has developed several strategic proposals, but Gituzh 
believes these efforts can only succeed partially without addressing Armenia's 
R&D policy issues. Significant R&D policy gaps remain a critical challenge.

15h15 R&D Policy
Tigran Shahverdyan

A presentation of the Academic City plans. 16h30 Academic City
Sargis Hayotsyan

The Center of Intelligent Computing is to launch early 2025 at Yerevan State 
University, focusing on research in Artificial Intelligence. The presentation will 
give an overview of the new cutting edge infrastructure secured by the RA 
government and some of the research projects for 2025.

17h30 Center for Intelligent Computing (CIC)
Hrant Khachatrian

This talk introduces a proposal to establish a robotics division in Armenia, 
positioning the nation at the forefront of robotics and AI. The division will drive 
cutting-edge research, develop advanced facilities, and cultivate skilled talent 
through a cluster hiring process. This initiative aims to transform Armenia into a 
global hub for robotics and AI excellence.

17h45 Robotics Division
Astghik Hakobyan

15h30 Coffee break and tours

17h00 The Prime Minister's Council
Hakob Arshakyan

A presentation on the new "Prime Minister's Council on Science and 
Technology".

The Center for Aeronautics and Space Research and Development is envisioned 
as the leading hub for aerospace research, education, and innovation, advancing 
Armenia’s aerospace sector through partnerships with academic and industry 
partners. Initial focus is on R&D capabilities, knowledge and engineering 
expertise through multidisciplinary projects, and educational programs.

18h00 Center for Aeronautics & Space Research
Iren Mkhoyan

Aerospace-related projects are discussed in 3 main directions: small LEO 
satellites for development and on-orbit validation of domestic satellite platforms; 
high-altitude long-endurance fixed-wing platforms for hosting various payloads/
sensors, and a Sounding Rocket Development Program for making near-space 
accessible for scientific and technological experiments at low cost.

18h15 Aerospace-Related Projects/Programs
Avetik Grigoryan, Masis Komrokian

18h30 Coffee break

19h00 Presentation of New Candidates
Adam Kablanian

Presentation from new candidates for the 3 vacant Executive Board positions.



Thursday, June 27
10h00 Coffee Break

10h30 Human Sciences in Armenia
Mikayel Hovhannisyan, Knar Khachatryan,  
Zaruhi Soghomonyan

The Human Sciences are an often neglected key to innovation and wellbeing in 
Armenia. Yet competitive business and public sector leaders know that good 
governance, critical thinking, ethical prowess and sophisticated grasps 
of languages, cultures, and geopolitics are key to lasting business deals, strong 
policy decisions and effective leadership. What future for the human sciences in 
Armenia? The session will be moderated by Anoush F. Terjanian.

The Armenian economy has experienced strong growth recently, but experts 
question its sustainability, attributing it to short-term factors. We argue that the 
country's growth is based on a robust foundation. The combined impact of the 
freedom dividend and the high-tech sector's over-performance over the last 
decades can drive the country toward a sustainable development trajectory.

11h00 Armenia's Economy at a Tipping Point
David Akopyan

The group will outline the establishment of the Armenian Center of Research in 
Economics, review last year's initiatives, and explore the center's potential, 
particularly in using administrative data. We'll discuss key economic issues in 
Armenia, emphasizing the role of evidence-based research in decision-making. 
We'll also address gaps in economics education and challenges in retaining 
economists.

11h15 Economics Research & Scholarship
Zareh Asatryan, Aleksandr Gevorkyan, 
Tatevik Sekhposyan

Armenia faces significant water governance challenges, including inefficient 
water management and largely unregulated transboundary water flows. Over the 
past 3 decades, Armenia's efforts to enhance its water governance, primarily 
driven by external support, have led to some progress but much intensive focus 
is needed to meet the dual stresses of climate change and the changing 
transboundary water flows.

11h45 Armenia's Water Future
Alen Gasparian Amirkhanian

This session will explore the ongoing humanitarian issues facing Artsakh 
Armenians, focusing on the impact of displacement, protection of fundamental 
rights, and access to essential services. Experts will discuss current efforts and 
potential strategies to address these pressing needs.

14h30 Artsakh: The Humanitarian Challenges
Artak Beglaryan, Karnig Kerkonian, 
Siranush Sargsyan, Gegham Stepanyan

This panel features Higher Ed students, faculty, and administrators from Artsakhi, 
sharing challenges in continuing educational and professional endeavors post 
2023 forced exodus, and their future aspirations. The goal is to join efforts in 
creating feasible systemic solutions that benefit a more united Armenian HE 
community. The session will be co-moderated by Susanna Karakhanyan and 
Anoush F. Terjanian.

14h00 Artsakh: The Challenges for Higher Ed
Armen Sargsyan, Nona Shahnazarian, Nina 
Shahverdyan

This session examines the complex legal challenges shaping the Artsakh 
question today. Topics include international law, the right of return, human rights 
implications, and cultural heritage protection. Experts will explore strategic 
approaches to understand and navigate these issues to seek long-term 
resolutions.

15h00 Artsakh: The Legal Challenges and Strategy
Asya Darbinyan, Karnig Kerkonian, 
Julien Zarifian

12h10 Lunch break

Matenadaran
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An open discussion, with electronic live voting, to determine where our members 
would like to see ASOF head in 2025.

19h15 New Directions for 2025: Discussion
Vatche Sahakian

15h30 Coffee break and tours

The Republic of Armenia is a small nation-state connected to a larger global 
diaspora. What links the two is Armenian identity — a multifaceted and diverse 
phenomenon rooted in the nation's history and traditions. The session discusses 
the strategic objectives, proposes formats for the Armenia-Diaspora relationship, 
and highlights potential barriers relating to the Diaspora's engagement in 
Armenia.

16h30 Armenian Identity, Homeland, & Statehood
Nora Armani, Nvard Chalikyan, 
Hovel Chenorhokian, Vahagn Vardanyan

This panel tackles questions of diaspora and home economic development. 
Globally, much hope is placed on diaspora potential and a lot can be learned 
from synthesizing the best practices. Summarizing results from a unique 
Armenian diaspora online survey this session will also investigate the emerging 
topics in diaspora engagement with lessons for Armenia.  

17h00 Diaspora Engagement in Theory, Practice, 
and Beyond
Aleksandr Gevorkyan, Martin Russel

A showcase of the National University Of Architecture And Construction Of 
Armenia.

17h30 NUACA
Arev Samuelyan

The newly established Council for Cultural Heritage Preservation (ArCH) will be 
presented, with its goals for 2024-25 and beyond.

17h45 ArCH Council
Gaianè Casnati, Nina Hovnanian

18h15 Coffee break + Paradjanov at 100
Anahid Mikayelyan



Friday, June 28 Matenadaran

A presentation of the Honors Mathematics Program ASOF and ANSEF/FAR have 
been engaged in at YSU.

11h00 Honors Courses in Mathematics program
Grigor Sargsyan, Armen Shirikyan, 
Sevak Mkrtchyan, Lilit Movsesyan

11h30 A showcase of the French University of Armenia.UFAR
Zaruhi Soghomonyan

14h00 Power and Influence for Maximum Impact 
in Armenian
Narek Mkrtchyan

10h00 Coffee Break

10h30 Seismic Safety
Armen Minassian, Armen Martirossyan, 
Armen Der Kiureghian, Marco Brambilla

Earthquakes have historically affected the uplands of the Armenian Highland. 
The 1988 Spitak Earthquake revealed Armenia’s building stock seismic 
vulnerability. Many Soviet-era structures lack adequate seismic resistance; even 
post-Soviet buildings are at risk. We aim prioritizing seismic safety by assessing 
retrofittng methodologies, improving design codes, collaborating with experts 
and the community.

Armenia is seeking to level-up the quality of  services provided to citizens – 
through removal of red-tape, and creation of world class digital experiences.  All 
of the new services will be included on hartak.am, a one-stop-shop for Armenian 
Government services and information, enabling our vision for Armenia as a trust 
based e-society and economy.

14h15 The Armenian National Services Gateway: 
citizen-centric digital services
Vahagn Zakaryan

12h00 Lunch break

A discussion of research funding opportunities for scholars in Armenia from 
sources outside of Armenia, primarily in the E.U. and the U.S..

14h30 Funding Sources for Grant Proposals
Tigran Arzumanyan, Maria Baghramian

Scholarly activity greatly benefits from international exposure and collaboration. 
I will discuss initiatives, workshops, conferences, centers, and mentoring 
programs that may broaden the impact of scholarly activity in Armenia, as well as 
opportunities for international funding for support. I will also discuss formats for 
partnership between Armenian and US universities, and how they can be further 
utilized. 

14h45 Partnership with US & European 
Universities
Kevork Abazajian

15h00 Higher Education Reform
Mary Papazian

ASOF has been engaged in a collaborative effort to develop a new governance 
model for higher education and research, targeting at first the new Center for 
Intelligence Computing. The presentation will outline the proposed model and 
the next steps.
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A broad discussion on the state of K-12 education in Armenia.16h30 The State of K-12 Education
Zina Ghukasyan, Robert Vardanyan, 
Vahagn Vardanyan

A conversation on the state and future of the life sciences in Armenia.17h00 Life Sciences
Haig Eskandarian, Lilit Nersisyan

A conversation on the state and future of chemistry in Armenia.17h30 Chemistry
Ivan Aprahamian, Davit Zargarian

A conversation on the state and future of astrophysics and astronomy in Armenia.17h45 Astrophysics and Astronomy
Kevork Abazajian, Naira Azatyan

A conversation on the state and future of physics in Armenia, with particular focus 
on theoretical physics -- a traditional forte of the country.

18h00 Physics
Armen Allahverdyan, Vatche Sahakian

15h30 Coffee break and tours

The results of the electronic voting for the 3 vacant seats of the Executive Board.18h15 Board Business: Voting Results
Ani Aprahamian

18h30 Coffee break + photo of the participants



Saturday, June 29 Yerevan State University
Auditorium, Main Building, 3rd floor

Mary Papazian
Executive VP of the Association of Governing 
Boards for Universities and Colleges; former 
Professor of English and President, San Jose 
State University (retired)

Ani Aprahamian
Freimann Professor of Physics at Notre Dame, 
Professor of Chemistry

Vatche Sahakian
Burton Bettingen Professor in Theoretical 
Physics at Harvey Mudd College

16h30 to 17h30 Synopsis of the First Three Days

Chair of ASOF Board

Vice-Chair of ASOF Board

ASOF Executive Director

Rafayel Barkhudaryan
Vice-Rector, Yerevan State University

16h00 to 16h30 Yerevan State University

Eric Hacopian
Civilnet contributor

Maria Titizian
Lecturer, Department of English and 
Communications, American University of Armenia

17h30 to 18h30 Effective Journalism and Information Dissemination

Nina Hovnanian
Hovnanian International

Gaianè Casnati
Europa Nostra Council member

Arevik Ashkharoyan
ARI Literature Foundation

18h30 to 19h30 ArCH: Culture and Heritage Protection & Promotion

19h30 to 20h30 Artsakh State Dance Ensemble named after Ashot Babayan

Kevork Mourad 
Meet with the artist. 
Setup in front of the Auditorium.

Throughout the day Memory Gates exhibition



Sunday, June 30 American University of Armenia
Large Auditorium, Main Building, 2nd floor

Ani Aprahamian
Freimann Professor of Physics at Notre Dame, 
Professor of Chemistry

Chair of ASOF Board

Mary Papazian
Executive VP of the Association of Governing 
Boards for Universities and Colleges; former 
Professor of English and President, San Jose 
State University (retired)

Vice-Chair of ASOF Board

18h30 to 19h30 Armenia's Higher Education & Research Governance

Armen Martirossyan
ARPA Technology Group, Principal

Armen Minassian
Architect, Assistant professor, and advisor to the 
National University Of Architecture And 
Construction Of Armenia, Member of EERI and 
AESA-NE

Petros Keshishian
VP of Data Science, Insurance Risk

Martin Eskijian
Senior Engineer, Ocean/coastal structures

16h30 to 17h30 Seismic security

Bruce Boghosian
President of the American University of Armenia

16h00 to 16h30 The American University of Armenia

Karnig Kerkonian
Kerkonian Dajani LLP

Arman Tatoyan
Professor at the American University of Armenia

17h30 to 18h30 Artsakh, National Security, and the Next Steps



Kevork Abazajian
Professor, University of  California, Irvine

USA Nyree Abrahamian
Co-founder, Tumanyan International Storytell ing Festival; 
Creator and Producer, "Country of  Dust" podcast

Armenia

Sergey Abrahamyan
Coding and Signal Processing, Institute for Informatics and 
Automation Problems

Armenia Geghetsik Afunts
Deutsche Bundesbank, Research Centre

Germany

Sos Agaian
Distinguished Professor, Computer Science Department, College 
of  Staten Island, CUNY

USA David Akopian
Professor, Electrical  and Computer Engineering Department, The 
University of  Texas at  San Antonio

USA

David Akopyan
Senior Advisor Crisis, Fragility and Complexity

Armenia Artur Alaverdyan
Co-Founder, Member of  Board, Foundation for Armenian Science 
and Technology

Armenia

Haig Alexander Eskandarian
Department of  Systems Biology, Harvard Medical School

USA Armen Allahverdyan
A. I . Alikhanyan National Science Laboratory

Armenia

Suren Aloyan
President/CEO at Dasaran EdTech Company &amp; Koreez 
Educational Oscars

Armenia, USA Vahe Andonians
Founder, CTO, CPO, Cognaize; Senior Lecturer at  the Frankfurt 
School of  Finance & Management

Armenia

Yulia Antonyan
Associate Professor, Department of  Cultural  Studies, Faculty of 
History, Yerevan State University

Armenia Ani Aprahamian
Freimann Professor of  Physics at  Notre Dame, Professor of 
Chemistry

USA

Ivan Aprahamian
Professor, Chair  of  the Chemistry Department, Dartmouth 
College

USA Christine Arakelian
CEO, Theraxios

USA

Margarita Arakelyan
Fund for Armenian Relief

Armenia Nora Armani
Founding Artistic  Director of  SR Socially Relevant Film Festival 
NY since 2013

USA

Hakob Arshakyan
Deputy speaker of  the parliament of  the Republic of  Armenia

Armenia Maggie Arutyunyan
Arutyunyan Law

Armenia

Tigran Arzumanyan
European Commission National Contact Point

Armenia Zareh Asatryan
Deputy Head, Department of  Public Finance, ZEW - Leibniz 
Centre for European Economic Research

Germany

Georgi Asatryan
Associate professor, Moscow State University

Russia Sargis Asatryants
Vice rector for Internationalization and reforms, National 
Polytechnic University of  Armenia

Armenia

Arevik Ashkharoyan
Owner and Literary Agent at  ARI Literary and Talent Agency, 
Founder and Director at  ARI Literature Foundation

Armenia Vladimir Asriyan
ICREA Prof. at  Centre de Recerca en Economía Internacional; 
Affi l iated Prof. at  Barcelona School of  Economics

Spain

Christopher Atamian
Digital  Marketing and Content Consultant

USA Jivan Avetisyan
Film director

Armenia

Anush Ayvazyan
Educational Programs Lead at Foundation for Armenian Science 
and Technology (FAST)

Armenia Naira Azatyan
Research associate in the department of  Non-Stable 
Phenomena, Byurakan Astrophysical  Observatory

Armenia
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Tamara Babaian
Professor of  Computer Science, Bentley University

USA Arsen Babajanyan
Researcher at  Yerevan State University, Enterprise Incubator 
Foundation

Armenia

Davit Baghdasaryan
Co-Founder & CEO at Krisp

Armenia Rafi Baghdjian
Advisor to the Centre for Scientif ic  Innovation and Education 
Foundation

Armenia

Maria Baghramian
Professor of  Philosophy, School of  Philosophy, University 
College Dublin, Ireland and Department of  Philosophy, 
University of  Oslo, Norway

I reland Tigran Bakaryan
Department of  Applied Mathematics and Computational 
Sciences, KAUST

Saudi Arabia

Hasmig Baran
Lecturer at  California State University Northridge, Armenian 
Studies Program

USA Rafayel Barkhudaryan
Vice-Rector, Yerevan State University

Armenia

Manuk Barseghyan
National University Of  Architecture And Construction Of  Armenia

Armenia Levon Barseghyan
Professor, Department of  Economics, Cornell  University

USA

Yelena Baytalyan
Head of  Student Support centre at  State Academy of  Fine Arts of 
Armenia, Lecturer at  Brusov State University

Armenia Artak Beglaryan
Former State Minister and Human Rights Ombudsman of  the 
Republic of  Artsakh, Chairman of  the "Artsakh Union" NGO

Armenia

Abraham Boghigian
Civilnet

Armenia Hrachoohi Boghosian
Founder and CEO of  (CIPR) Center for Innovation Promotion and 
Research

Armenia

Bruce Boghosian
President of  the American University of  Armenia

Armenia Davit Buniatyan
Chief  Executive Officer, Activeloop

Armenia

Vasily Burov
Economist, Higher School of  Economics, Moscow

Armenia Gaianè Casnati
Europa Nostra Council  member

I taly

Nvard Chalikyan
Applied Policy Research Institute of  Armenia

Armenia Mark Chenian
UBS Financial  Services Inc.

USA

Hovel Chenorhokian
Founder of  Diasporarm

France Vicken Cheterian
Lecturer, History and International Relations, University of 
Geneva

Switzer land

Garegin Chookaszian
co-founder and executive director of  ITF, co-founder and the 
President of  Information Technologies Education JSC

Armenia Emma Chookaszian
Paul Valéry University, Montpellier 3 ·  Centre d’études 
médiévales de Montpellier (CEMM)

Armenia

Satenik Chookaszian
Chair of  Armenian studies at  Yerevan State University

Armenia Levon Chookaszian
Director of  the Chair of  Art  History and Theory at  Yerevan State 
University

Armenia

Diana Davidova
Institute of  Mathematics of  National Academy of  Science of 
Armenia

Armenia Olivier Decottignies
French embassy

Armenia

Garen Demirchian
Managing Partner at  Vanderweil  Engineers

USA Hagop Der Ghougassian
Director of  Hamazkayin’s Kaspar Ipeguian theatrical  group and 
Collectif  de l 'ACT; Saint Joseph University and the Lebanese 
University

Lebanon



Armen Der Kiureghian
Professor Emeritus, University of  California, Berkeley

USA George Derlugyan
New York University in Abu Dhabi

United Arab Emirates

Alfonso Di Riso
Ambassador of  Italy to Armenia

Armenia Karen Eguiazarian
Professor, Tampere University, Finland, and CEO of  Noiseless 
Imaging Ltd

Finland

Al Eisaian
CEO Cognaize; Co-Founder and board member of  IntelinAir, Inc.

USA, Armenia Nicole Elise Vartanian
Columbia School of  Social  Work, Chief  of  Staff;  Hunter College 
CUNY, Adjunct Assistant Professor

USA

Martin Eskijian
Senior Engineer, Ocean/coastal  structures

USA Anoush Fraser Terjanian
Fellow, Human Rights Research and Education Centre, 
University of  Ottawa

Canada

Vache Gabrielyan
Dean of  the Manoogian Simone College of  Business and 
Economics American University of  Armenia

Armenia Martin Galstyan
Governor at  Central  Bank of  Armenia

Armenia

Aram Galstyan
University of  Southern California

USA Alen Gasparian Amirkhanian
Director, American University of  Armenia Acopian Center for the 
Environment

Armenia

Vardan Gevorgyan
National Center For Innovation And Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation Advisor, Armenian Engineers and Scientists of 
America

Armenia Khachik Gevorgyan
President, ARMACAD

Armenia

Aleksandr Gevorkyan
Henry George Chair in Economics and Associate Professor, The 
Peter J. Tobin College of  Business, St. John’s University

USA Irina Ghaplanyan
Adjunct Lecturer, American University of  Armenia

Armenia

Anahid Gharakhanian
Southwestern Law School, Vice Dean, Professor of  Legal 
Analysis, Writing, and Skills, and Co-Director of  Externship 
Program

USA Garo Ghazarian
Chief  Executive Officer, Tatoyan Foundation, Center for Law and 
Justice

USA

Zina Ghukasyan
Teach for Armenia

Armenia Harry Glorikian
Scientia Ventures fund; Consilience: A.I . Engine Development in 
Life Sciences and Finance; Three Dimensions: Hedge Fund

USA

Shushan Grigoryan
Founder & Educator, Hayasa School

Armenia Avetik Grigoryan
Co-Founder & CEO of  Bazoomq Space Research Laboratory

Armenia

Artur Grigoryan
Co-founder and head of  "Ecological  Right" environmental non-
governmental organization

Armenia Seda Grigoryan
Documentary f i lmmaker (MA in Arts, University of  West London), 
Head of  Blue Shield Armenia for cultural  heritage preservation 

Armenia

Edita Gzoyan
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute Foundation; Institute for 
Informatics and Automation Problems of  NAS RA

Armenia Eric Hacopian
Civilnet contributor

Armenia

Avedis Hadjian
Editor in Chief, Bazmavep Journal

I taly Astghik Hakobyan
Seoul National University, Department of  Electrical  and 
Computer Engineering

South Korea

Rafik Hakobyan
Faculty of  Physics;  Professor, Faculty of  Physics, Chair  of  Optics, 
Yerevan State University

Armenia Artur Hakobyan
A. I . Alikhanyan National Science Laboratory

Armenia
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Zaruhi Hakobyan
Research Scientist  at  the Department of  Finance, University of 
Luxembourg

Luxembourg Siranush Harutyunyan
Grants Manager at  AUA

Armenia

Emma Harutyunyan
Professor, NUACA; Chair of  Theory and History of  Architecture 
and Heritage

Armenia Karen Harutyunyan
Civilnet

Armenia

Mkhitar Hayrapetyan
Minister of  High-Tech Industry

Armenia Kim Hekimian
Associate Professor, Columbia University

USA

Manuk Hergnyan
Managing Partner at  Granatus Ventures, Managing Partner at 
Civitta AM

Armenia Aleksey Hovakimyan
US Embassy

Armenia

Naira Hovakimyan
Professor, Department of  Mechanical  Science and Engineering, 
University of  I l l inois at  Urbana-Champaign

USA Ashot Hovanesian
CEO, Synergy International Systems

Armenia

Larisa Hovannisian
Teach For Armenia

Armenia Garin Hovannisian
Writer, f i lmmaker, and producer; Creative Armenia

Armenia

Mikayel Hovhannisyan
Vice-Rector of  Yerevan State University for Development and 
Innovation

Armenia Nune Hovhannisyan
Associate Professor of  Economics, Loyola University Maryland

USA

Nina Hovnanian
Hovnanian International

Armenia Arthur Hovsepyan
Knowledge and Technology Manager, Cofounder of  FARAX CNC 
total  Solution

USA

Artur Ishkhanyan
Academician-Secretary of  the National Academy of  Sciences of 
the Republic of  Armenia

Armenia Adam Kablanian
Hight-Tech Executive, Entrepreneur, and Investor Founder of 
Alexandrea Winery

USA

Shakeh Kaftarian
Research scientist  at  the US National Institutes of  Health (ret)

USA Nanar Kalantarian
Researcher, Scientif ic  Research Center of  Historical  and Cultural 
Heritage

Armenia

Vasken Kalayjian
Co-Founder & Global Head of  Design and Branding at Learning 
Learning Architects, LLC

USA Jacqueline Karaaslanian
Co-Founder and CEO of  Learning Learning Architects LLC; 
Interim CEO of  Fab Lab Armenia – Dili jan

USA

Susanna Karakhanyan
Director for Policy and Regulation, Abu Dhabi Department of 
Education and Knowledge; Member of  Accreditation Council, 
ANQA, Armenia

United Arab Emirates Sargis Karapetyan
Union Of  Advanced Technology Enterprises

Armenia

Eduard Karapetyan
ANSEF & Educational Program Director, Fund for Armenian Relief

Armenia Nare Karapetyan
Assistant Scientist  at  Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

USA

Gevorg Karyan
A. I . Alikhanyan National Science Laboratory

Armenia Raffi Kassarjian
CEO and Principal Advisor -  Tech Practice of  Sensyan LLC

Armenia

Petros Keshishian
CEO, Risk Analytics Group, Inc.

Armenia Hrant Khachatrian
Director of  YerevaNN; Data Scientist  at  IntelinAir

Armenia



Knar Khachatryan
Associate Professor, Vice Provost for Integration, American 
University of  Armenia

Armenia Gor Khachatryan
Director of  Economic Research Center, Min. of  Economy of  RA; 
Assis. Prof. Dept. of  Economics and Management, YSU

Armenia

Robert Khachatryan
Head of  Quality Control at  Abu Dhabi Department of  Education 
and Knowledge (ADEK), the UAE

United Arab Emirates Serob Khachatryan
Yerevan State University

Armenia

Nairi Khatchadourian
Art Historian, Curator, Director of  Art  Station, Founder of  AHA 
collective

Armenia Haroutioun Khatchadourian
Independant researcher

France

Seda Kocharyan
EduArmenia Founder, Teacher at  Shenzhen Oasis International 
School

Armenia Alfred Kocharyan
Deputy minister, Ministry Of  Education, Science, Culture And 
Sports 

Armenia

Masis Komrokian
Senior Manager, Satell ite Communications at Lockheed Martin 
Space Systems

Armenia Michael Kouchakdjian
Professor, College of  Business and Economics, AUA; Director, 
Entrepreneurship and Product Innovation Center

Armenia

Fabio Lenzi
Yerevan Biennial  Art  Foundation

Armenia Anna Leyloyan
Associate Professor at  INALCO; Dir. of  the House of  Armenian 
Students of  the “Cité internationale universitaire de Paris”

France

Lilit Margaryan
Project Manager at  Gituzh

Armenia Aram Markosyan
Research Scientist, Meta AI

USA

Erik Markovs
US Embassy

Armenia Armen Martirossyan
ARPA Technology Group, Principal

USA

Armen Martirosyan
Director of  the Health Fund for Children of  Armenia

Armenia Stella Mehrabekyan
Civilnet

Armenia

Yeprem Mehranian
Steering Committee member EduArmenia; Member AERA 
(American Educational Research Association)

Georgia, USA Sharistan Melkonian
Dean of  General Education, AUA

Armenia

Artak Melkonyan
Senior Advisor on Equity Financing and Funds, Impact Ventures 
Accelerators; UNDP  

Thai land Anahid Mikayelyan
Head of  Paradjanov Museum

Armenia

Madlene Minassian
Senior Director, Global Head of  Learning & Development, PicsArt

Armenia Armen Minassian
Architect, Assistant professor, and advisor to the NUACA, 
Member of  EERI and AESA-NE

Armenia

Ruzanna Minasyan
Dept. of  Social  Sciences, Brusov State; Head of  Academic 
Program Div., State Academy of  Fine Arts of  Armenia

Armenia Shushanik Mirzakhanyan 
Kino Kentron

Armenia

Lilit Mkrtchyan
Deputy Head for KZNAK

Armenia Narek Mkrtchyan
Minister of  Labour and Social  Affairs of  the Republic of  Armenia

Armenia

Armen Mnatzakanian
Directeur Regional VBet France

Armenia Narek Nazaryan
Science manager, Enterprise Incubator Foundation

Armenia



Government
Physical Sciences
Natural Sciences
Computational Sciences & Engineering

Social Sciences
Humanities
Education

Business

Lilit Nersisyan
Director, Lab Leader, Armenian Bioinformatics Institute

Armenia Kevork Oskanian
University of  Birmingham

United Kingdom

Aram Pakhchanian
Co-founder and Chairman of  the Board, Ayb Foundation

Armenia Mary Papazian
Executive VP of  the Association of  Governing Boards for 
Universities and Colleges (AGB); former Professor of  English 
and President, San Jose State University (retired)

USA

Mihran Papikian
Professor, Pennsylvania State University

USA Ashot Papoyan
BiosimAI

Armenia

Sheila Paylan
International Human Rights Lawyer and Senior Legal Consultant 
at  the United Nations

Armenia Oshin Peroomian
CTO Metacomp Technologies, Inc. and Adjunct lecturer at  the 
American University of  Armenia

Armenia, USA

Nune Petrosyan
Urban Development Committee

Armenia David Petrosyan
Research Director, Institute of  Electronic Structure and Laser, 
Foundation for Research and Technology -  Hellas

Greece

Grant Pogosyan
Professor Emeritus (Former Dean and Professor of  Mathematics 
and Computer Science), International Christian University, Tokyo

Japan Suren Pogosyan
Coding and Signal Processing, Institute for Informatics and 
Automation Problems

Armenia

Ashot Saghyan
National Academy of  Sciences

Armenia Marina Saguinian
Armenia

Armenia

Vatche Sahakian
Burton Bettingen Professor in Theoretical  Physics at  Harvey 
Mudd College

USA Artak Sahakyan
Project support unit  coordinator at  Central  bank of  Armenia, 
Lecturer at  Public Administration Academy

Armenia

Naira Sahakyan
Assistant Professor, American University of  Armenia

Armenia Aram Salatian
Engineering Association

Armenia

Arev Samuelyan
National University Of  Architecture And Construction Of  Armenia

Armenia Ara Sanjian
Director, Armenian Research Center, University of  Michigan-
Dearborn

USA

Monika Sargsyan
Executive Director/CEO at KASA Swiss Humanitarian Foundation 
·  Former Acting Head of  the Division for. Conventional Mandates

Armenia Siranush Sargsyan
Journalist  from Nagorno-Karabakh

Armenia

Armen Sargsyan
Artsakh State University president

Armenia Yervand Sarkisyan
Investor and Entrepreneur, Founding Partner Granatus Ventures, 
Founding Partner DEEPTECHX

United Kingdom

Hovel Schnorhokian
DiasporArm

Armenia Armen Sedrakian
Fellow at Frankfurt  Institute of  Advanced Studies, Professor, 
University of  Wroclaw, Poland

Germany

Tatevik Sekhposyan
Economics Department, Texas A&M University

USA Hasmig Seropian
University of  California Berkeley

USA

Nona Shahnazarian
Senior Research Fellow at Inst. of  Archaeology and Ethnography, 
NAS; Centre for Independent Social  Research Armenia

Armenia Tigran Shahverdyan
Co-founder & CTO at Robomart, Member at Gituzh

Armenia



Nina Shahverdyan
Educator, civil  r ights activist

Armenia Suzanna Shamakhyan
VP of  Strategic Programming at Foundation for Armenian 
Science and Technology (FAST)

Armenia

Gagik Shmavonyan
National Polytechnic University of  Armenia, Head of 
Nanotechnology Laboratory

Armenia Zaruhi Soghomonyan
Vice-Rector – Université française en Arménie

Armenia

Albert Stepanyan
Yerevan State University, History

Armenia Gegham Stepanyan
Human Rights Ombudsman of  Artsakh

Armenia

Elizabete Taivāne
Associate professor at  the Faculty of  Theology University of 
Latvia 

Latvia Hamest Tamrazyan
Laboratoire d'humanités digitales, EPFL, Lausanne

Switzer land

Arman Tatoyan
Professor at  the American University of  Armenia

Armenia Sipana Tchakerian
Institut National d'Histoire de l 'Art  ( INHA), Paris -  UMR 8167 
Orient et Méditerranée (team Monde Byzantin)

France

Ara Tekian
Professor, Department of  Medical Education, University of 
I l l inois at  Chicago College of  Medicine

USA Manushak Titanyan
Dean of  the Faculty of  Architecture and Construction, Shushi 
University of  Technology, lecturer at  NUACA

Armenia

Ruben Topchian
Director, ANQA; Professor of  Software engineering at Russian-
Armenian (Slavonic)  University

Armenia Gagik Tovmasian
Professor, Instituto de Astronomia, Universidad Nacional 
Autonoma de Mexico

Mexico

James Tufenkian
Tufenkian foundation

Armenia Andrew Turner
Ambassador of  Canada to Armenia

Armenia

Marut Vanyan
Journalist  from Nagorno-Karabakh

Armenia Robert Vardanyan
Quantum College

Armenia

Vahagn Vardanyan
Principal, Han Academy (Secondary)

Hong Kong Heghnar Watenpaugh
Professor of  Art  History, University of  California Davis

USA

Maria Yeghiazaryan
Civilnet

Armenia Bagrat Yengibaryan
Enterprise Incubator Foundation

Armenia

Liana Yepremyan
Assistant Professor of  Mathematics, Emory University

Georgia, USA Vahagn Zakaryan
Lead engineer at  ISAA

Armenia

Vahan Zanoyan
Writer, Traveler, Anti-Trafficking Advocate, Global Energy Expert

Armenia Davit Zargarian
Professor of  Inorganic and Organometallic  Chemistry, University 
of  Montréal

Canada

Julien Zarifian
Professor, University of  Poitiers;  Junior Fellow, Institut 
Universitaire de France (2020-2025)

France



Organizational
Physical Sciences
Natural Sciences
Computational Sciences & Engineering

Social Sciences
Humanities
Education

Committees

Task Forces

Advisory Council on Computational Sciences: Sos Agaian, David Akopian, Apkar Apkarian, Vartkess Apkarian, Ivan Aprahamian, Nora Ayanian, Tamara 
Babaian, Rafi Baghdjian, Diane Barber, Serge Buchakjian, Lou Charkoudian, Justin Du Bois, Anzhela Galstyan,  Aram Galstyan, Vladimir Gevorgyan, 
Syuzanna Harutyunyan, Nare Karapetyan, Sarkis Mazmanian, Iren Mkhoyan, Oshin Peroomian, Alexandre Persat, Armen Zakarian, Davit Zargarian, Yervant 
Zorian

Assessment: Nina Hovnanian, Adam Kablanian, Vatche Sahakian, Naira Sahakyan, Virginia Valian

Council on Armenian Cultural Heritage (ArCH):  Levon Abrahamian, Eva Aroutunian, Antonia Arslan, Peter Balakian, Gaianè Casnati, Marina 
Djabbarzade, Jasmine Dum-Tragut, Levon Chookaszian, Atom Egoyan, Talinn Grigor, Nina Hovnanian, Alfred Kocharyan, Christina Maranci, Charles 
Personnaz,  Andrea Peto, Nune Petrosyan, Lisa Siraganian

Executive Committee of the Patrons: Al Eisaian, Diron Jebejian, Adam Kablanian

Membership & Nominations: Ani Aprahamian, Nina Hovnanian, Karnig Kerkonian, Vatche Sahakian

Aerospace Engineering: Vladimir Airapetian, Armen Derkevorkian, Avetik Grigoryan, Naira Hovakimyan, Arbi Karapetian, 
Masis Komrokian, Iren Mkhoyan, Tigran Mkhoyan, Armen Mkrtchyan, Sergey Nersesov, Oshin Peroomian, Tigran Shahverdyan, Ann Karagozian

Chemical Sciences: Vartkess Apkarian, Ivan Aprahamian, Lou Charkoudian, Anzhela Galstyan, Syuzanna Harutyunyan, Davit Zargarian

Cultural Heritage Preservation: Nina Hovnanian, Marina Djabbarzade, Gaianè Casnati

Economics: Zareh Asatryan, Vladimir Asriyan, Ruben Enikolopov, Aleksandr Gevorkyan, Armen Hovakimian, Vahagn Jerbashian, 
Gor Khachatryan, Tatevik Sekhposyan

Environmental Arts and Humanities: Marie-Aude Baronian, Anna Barseghian, Talinn Grigor, Nina Hovnanian, Stefan Kristensen, 
Armen Marsoobian, Marlyne Sahakian, Gayane Shagoyan, Philippe Huneman

Higher Education: Yelena Baytalyan, Kima Ghulyan, Susanna Karakhanyan, Ruzanna Minasyan, Vatche Sahakian, Suzanna Shamakhyan, Ara Tekian, 
Rafael Oganesyan, Anoush Fraser Terjanian, Robert Khachatryan

Higher Education Reform: Mary Papazian, Susanna Karakhanyan, Vatche Sahakian, Maria Baghramian

Honors Courses in Mathematics: Sevak Mkrtchyan, Grigor Sargsyan, Armen Shirikyan, Anush Tserunyan, Lilit Movsesyan, 
Mihran Papikian, Virginia Valian

Life Sciences: Arshak Alexanian, Diane Barber, Haig Alexander Eskandarian, Alexandre Persat, Apkar Apkarian, Narine Sarvazyan

Philosophy & Ethics: Maria Baghramian, Paul Boghossian, James Der Derian, Ned Markosian, Henry Theriault

Physical Sciences: Vladimir Airapetian, Kevork Abazajian, Ani Aprahamian, Ruben Minasian, Levon Pogosian, Vatche Sahakian, 
Armen Sedrakian, Gagik Shmavonyan, Emil Yuzbashyan, Yervand Sarkisyan

Political Science & International Relations: Boris Adjemian, Anna Aleksanyan, Melissa Bilal, Dzovinar Derderian, Lori Khatchadourian, Nelli Sargsyan, 
Gayane Shagoyan, Nerses Kopalyan

Robotics: Sos Agaian, Nora Ayanian, Karen Eguiazarian, Astghik Hakobyan, Naira Hovakimyan, Arec Jamgochian, Nare Karapetyan, 
Areg Karapetyan, Yervant Zorian

Seismic Safety:  Rafael Avetisyan, Marco Brambilla,  Hayk Chobanyan, Armen Der Kiureghian, Martin Eskijian,  Petros Keshishian, 
Armen Martirossyan,  Armen Minassian

HERA - Artsakh Higher Education: Kevork Abazajian, Nune Arakelyan, Tamara Babaian,  Vicken Cheterian, Inga Hakobyan, Liana Hayrapetyan, Armen 
Hovhannisyan, Mikayel Hovhannisyan,  Susanna Karakhanyan, Sharistan Melkonian, Nver Mikayelyan, Lilit Movsesyan, Andrea Peto, Nona Shahnazarian, 
Sergey Shahverdian, Nina Shahverdyan, Lisa Siraganian, Zaruhi Soghomonyan, Elizabete Taivāne,  Anoush Fraser Terjanian, Manushak Titanyan, Nicole 
Vartanian, Heghnar Watenpaugh, Keith Watenpaugh

Business



https://asof.am

• 290 of  331 ASOF members are faculty or researchers  in 
universities and laboratories around the world.

• 55 members are professors in the top 100 universities .

• More than 300 disciplines  and 32 countries  are represented 
by ASOF’s membership. Membership is by invitation only.

Mission

To help raise Armenia’s  educational  and research inst i tut ions to world-class levels, and 
to network them globally.

To contr ibute to the development of  a modern, sophist icated, and international ly 
networked civ i l  society  in Armenia.

Vision

To help the Armenian Nation achieve her ful l  potential  as a key 
contr ibutor  to world culture and to the world’s  col lect ive effort  to deal 
with the signif icant  social  chal lenges i t  faces.

To help safeguard Armenian culture in Armenia and abroad, and to 
expand i ts  v is ibi l i ty  and contr ibutions.

https://asof.am


Ten Objectives

1. Encourage academic research aimed at the proper identif ication, 
study, and safeguard of  Armenian cultural  and artistic  heritage 
wherever they might be located,

2. Foster collaboration and create synergies to avoid duplication 
and/or replication of  projects, with a focus on the fruitful 
integration of  Armenia and the diaspora,

3. Assist  Armenian institutions in the creation, improvement, and 
implementation of  effective legal and regulatory frameworks for 
cultural  heritage protection and promotion,

4. Promote vocational training and school educational programs 
focused on culture – to foster knowledge, preservation, and 
production of  the arts,

5.  Ensure a scientif ic  approach to the preservation of  monuments 
and artifacts and improve local expertise in Armenia,

6. Ensure efficient allocation of  resources to support the design, the 
funding, and the implementation of  quality projects,

7.  Enhance the global knowledge and appreciation of  Armenian arts 
and culture, and ensure proper identif ication of  Armenian 
masterpieces,

8. Facil itate the mobilization of  those people who care and promote 
the involvement of  civil  society and the younger generations,

9. Promote the natural  attractiveness of  territories and increase the 
quality of  l i fe of  their  inhabitants,

10. Promote artists and creative industry.

An Executive Committee Established by ASOFLevon Abrahamian
Institute of  Archaeology and 
Ethnography, NAS of  Armenia
Armenia

Eva Aroutunian
Head of  the Geneva Music 
Conservatory
Switzer land

Antonia Arslan
Writer
I taly

Peter Balakian
Pulitzer prize winning poet
United States of  America

Gaianè Casnati
Europa Nostra Council  member
I taly

Levon Chookaszian
Director of  the Chair of  Art  History 
and Theory at  Yerevan State 
University
Armenia

Marina Djabbarzade
Heritage Management Consultant
United States of  America

Jasmine Dum-Tragut
U. of  Salzburg, Armenian Studies 
Division
Austr ia

Atom Egoyan
Oscar-nominated writer and director
Canada

Talinn Grigor
Professor of  Art  History, University of 
California, Davis
United States of  America

Nina Hovnanian
Hovnanian International
Armenia

Alfred Kocharyan
Deputy minister, Ministry of 
Education, Science, Culture and 
Sports
Armenia

Christina Maranci
Mashtots Professor of  Armenian 
Studies, Harvard University
United States of  America

Charles Personnaz
Director of  National Institute for 
Heritage, French ministry of  culture
France

Andrea Peto
Department of  Gender Studies, 
Central  European University
Austr ia

Nune Petrosyan
Urban Development Committee
Armenia

Lisa Siraganian
J. R. Herbert Boone Chair in 
Humanities and Professor, Johns 
Hopkins University
United States of  America

Mission

ArCH: Armenian Cultural Heritage  is  dedicated to the sustainable cultural  development and 
protection of  the cultural  legacy of  Armenians, both within Armenia and globally. In promoting 
knowledge, ArCH aims to unite and enhance the efforts of  all  stakeholders, as a crucial  strategy for 
the conservation and promotion of  Armenia's endangered cultural  treasures and contemporary 
artistic  endeavors – while highlighting the importance of  awareness and academic collaboration in 
the face of  global challenges. 

https://asof.am/arch

https://asof.am/arch


Logistics

Lunch & Dinner

Sightseeing

Safety

• Lumen Coffee (2 mins walk, Opens at 8:30 AM)
45 Mesrop Mashtots Ave

• Tavern Yerevan (9 mins walk, Opens at 9:30 AM)
91 Teryan St

• Ponchikanots (6 mins walk, Opens at 10:00AM)
54/92-93, Mesrop Mashtots Ave

• Los Pueblos (9 mins walk, Opens at 10:00 AM)
Cascade, Suites, 6, 18-19 Tamanyan St

• Limone Cascade (9 mins walk, Opens at 8:30 AM)
3, 81 Tamanyan St

• Wine Republic (8 mins walk, Opens at 12:00 PM)
2 Tamanyan St

• Mezzo Club (9 mins walk, Opens as 3:00 PM)
28 Isahakyan St

In Yerevan

Vernissage (flea market)
Armenian National Opera and Ballet

History Museum of  Armenia
The Cafesjian Center for the Arts

Armenian Genocide Museum
Megerian Carpet factory-museum

Paradjanov Museum
Kochar museums

In case of  emergency

Dial 1-02 on your phone

Email admin@asof.am

Outside Yerevan

Echmiadzin/Hripsime/Gayane
Zvartnots Cathedral

Garni Temple
Geghard Monastery

Khor Virap
Metsamor Archaeological Site

Sevanavank/Haghartsin/Dilijan
Saghmosavank/Amberd/Wine tasting

https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
mailto:admin@asof.am
https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
https://
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Logistics: Lilit Movsesyan and Vatche Sahakian

Programming: Chaired by Oshin Peroomian
Kevork Abazajian, Bedros Afeyan, Geghetsik Afunts, Ivan Aprahamian, Rafi Baghdjian, Maria Baghramian, Diane Barber, Hrachoohi Boghosian, 
Garegin Chookaszian, Lilly Djaniants, Hrach Gregorian, Shakeh Kaftarian, Stefan Kristensen, Sarkis Mazmanian, Lilit Movsesyan, Mihran Papikian, 
Oshin Peroomian, Marco Pretelli, Vatche Sahakian, Armen Sedrakian, Vahagn Vardanyan, Davit Zargarian

Invites: Chaired by Vahagn Vardanyan
Gassia Apkarian, Hasmig Baran, Stefan Kristensen, Lilit Movsesyan, Mihran Papikian, Vatche Sahakian, Armen Shirikyan, Vahagn Vardanyan, Davit 
Zargarian

Publicity: Chaired by Lilit Movsesyan
Kevork Abazajian, Geghetsik Afunts, Maria Baghramian, Lilit Margaryan, Lilit Movsesyan, Vahagn Vardanyan, Davit Zargarian

Matenadaran
Hovhannes Hovhannisyan and Yerevan State University

Bruce Boghosian and the American University of Armenia
Volunteers: 

Leonid Asatryan, Mariam Avetisyan, Emma Mkrtchyan, Susanna Sayatyan, Gayane Terteryan

Anoush Terjanian for guidance on conference organization
Lilit Margaryan and Gituzh

Gevorg Poghosyan, Artak Grigoryan, and reArmenia
Limush (printing services)

Credits & Sponsors

Conference Organization

Sponsors

Special Thanks







Contact

Donate

https://asof.am/donate/

admin@asof.am

The Armenian Society of Fellows
P. O. Box 60923, Pasadena, CA 91116

Հայ Մշակութային և Գիտական Ընկերակցություն
Ալիխանյան եղբայրների փողոց

2 Աջափնյակ , Երևան 0036, Հայաստան

Société Savante Arménienne
Bibliothèque Nubar, 11 Sq. Alboni, 75016 Paris, France

https://asof.am/donate/
https://asof.am/donate/

