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Center for Philosophy and Public Affairs 
Armenian Society of Fellows Initiative 

 
The Center for Philosophy and Public Affairs is a research hub for thinking about, discussing, and researching 
key philosophical, ethical, and epistemological issues relevant to Armenia and Armenians. 

 
AIMS 
The Center will examine, typically drawing on interdisciplinary resources, philosophical and ethical issues of 
relevance to public and political life in Armenia. The Center aims to  

 
i. Bring together researchers in Armenia and abroad interested in key philosophical and ethical 

problems in the public sphere. 
ii. Support the development of research in practical ethical and philosophical issues relevant to Armenian 

civil society. 
iii. Provide training opportunities for younger generation Armenian researchers and students of 

philosophy and ethics. 
iv. Encourage and develop an awareness of the role of ethical thinking in the public and professional 

spheres, including business, medicine, law, sports (both professional and amateur), education, 
biotechnology, information technology, artificial intelligence, banking, environmental issues, 
veterinary and food sciences, and the media. 

v. Initiate debates and encourage critical thinking about pressing social issues such as corruption; 
dishonesty, denial, and deception; breakdown of trust; war and peace; and gender-and sexuality-based 
violence; and engage the general public, policy makers, and the media in such discussions. 

 
To this end the Center will  
 
• Hold regular symposia, online and in person. 
• Organize summer schools with contributions from international academics. 
• Develop interdisciplinary projects drawing on researchers from Armenia and the diaspora. 
• Advise and assist with applications for research funding. 
• Encourage and facilitate contacts and connections with international philosophical bodies and 

organizations. 
• Provide advice and assistance to high-quality Armenian and international publications.  

 
 

PIORITY RESEARCH THEMES 
 

Phase 1: 2023-2028. Interdisciplinary Research Topic: Trust, Truth and Transparency  
In its first project, the Center, building on the work carried out in Armenia by the European Commission 
Research Project PERITIA (2019-2023)*, will focus on five, in some instances overlapping, research themes: 

 
1. Trust as social capital 
(Some sub-themes: What is public trust? How does it manifest itself in an Armenian context? Empirical 
studies on whom Armenians trust and why? How might trust in government be enhanced? A large 
survey on this topic of trust was completed in Amenia in May 2022. This research topic will build on an 
analysis of the results of that survey). 

 
2. Conspiracy theories: A conceptual and empirical analysis 
Some sub-themes: What are conspiracy theories and how are they to be distinguished from actual 
conspiracies? Empirical study of the extent of the spread of conspiracy theories in Armenia. 
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Comparisons with similar studies in the region and beyond. Best measures of what has worked? Why 
believe the same approaches will work in Armenia? The positive and negative roles of social media, 
science education, and informal networks in the spread of, and fostering resistance to, conspiracy 
theories. Work on this this topic has already started in Armenia through the PERITIA project and has 
great scope for further development as an interdisciplinary research project. 

 
3. The moral obligations of expert advice 
Some sub-themes: What is “expertise,” who has it, and how do we know they have it? What are the 
morally ideal practices for experts? How well do Armenian experts perform in in terms of their moral 
responsibilities and not just professionally? (e.g., transparency in expert advice, independence, 
neutrality, measures to counter ideological, economic, and gender biases, etc) Where does Armenia lag 
in involving experts in policy advice? Is there space to develop a multi-sector ethics that encompasses 
scientific, economic, and political expertise? 

 
4. Ethical issues relevant to new and emerging technologies, including, but not necessarily limited 

to, social media platforms, expert systems, artificial intelligence, and big data. 
 

5. How can we achieve a cohesive sense of nationhood? 
Some sub-themes: What is a nation?  How is a sense of national commitment different from (mere) 
nationalism?  Who decides these questions?  What level of disagreement is possible and even 
advantageous for a cohesive nation?  What external factors inhibit a cohesive sense of nationhood, and 
what factors can contribute to it?  What is the role of public and interpersonal trust in achieving a sense 
of nationhood? How does the Armenian community compare with other small nations with a somewhat 
similar histories.  Is there anything it can learn from them?. 

 
Phase 2: Capacity Building, Development and Training in Ethics 

 

Future plans for the Center for Philosophy and Public Affairs include the development of the following areas 
of investigation and training: 

 
Ethics in the professions, e.g., public services, healthcare, business and finance, agriculture, sports, urban 
planning, education, law, environment, and journalism. 

 
Rights, equality, and freedom (complementing some of the themes developed by other task forces and 
looking at them from a philosophical perspective). 

 
The Center will welcome suggestions about other research themes and potential collaborations. 

 
 

Impact and Justification 
 

Educational and Societal Impact 
• The Center will conduct research on vitally important public and policy issues and will implement 

targeted dissemination of research results, with two key goals: (1) to impact national policy making 
and the opinion of relevant social circles in the near future and (2) to support key improvements in the 
ethical foundations and functioning of public institutions and professions over the next generation. 

! Activities of the Center may strengthen relations among universities both in Armenia and abroad. 

! The Center will have a public outreach dimension and its activities will enhance the public’s 
involvement and understanding of the ethical issues connected with public policy. 
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Partnerships 

 

! The activities of the Center will create opportunities for partnership across faculty from various 
universities in Armenia, both in Yerevan and in other regions. 

! The Center will support high profile international scholars who will facilitate and enhance efforts 
for raising funds. 

! The Center will aim to establish effective partnerships with international projects, centers, 
and individual scholars with similar research interests. 

! The Center may require an institutional home in Armenia, but a key aim is to encompass 
all regions of Armenia and Artsakh in its activities.   

 
Value Added 

! The Center will create new opportunities for impact-driven interdisciplinary research. 

! The Center will benefit students (especially MA-level students as well as BA level students) who 
may get involved in various activities, including research projects implemented by the Center. 

! The Center will actively pursue research funding through sources such as the European 
Commission Research and Innovation Scheme, the Fulbright Commission, and research networks 
and funding schemes for Philosophy and Public Affairs. 

 
Justification 

Armenia needs a center for public-focused research on ethical and philosophical issues relevant to 
public life, because: 

! No university or research institution in Armenia, or, as far as we know, in the region, 
systematically focuses on philosophical and moral aspects of public policies. In this regard the 
Center will be unique. 

! Why now? Armenia is facing momentous social and political decisions. “We are at a juncture 
point” as the saying here goes. Serious and informed public discussions of policy issues and of 
their ethical dimensions are vital to the very future viability of the Republic of Armenia and the 
global Diaspora. 

 
Budget 
 
Initial seed funding of €20000 a year for the first five years 
 
Supplemented by income from funding applications to the European Commission Research and Innovation 
Scheme, the Fulbright Commission, Open Society Foundation Armenia, Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation – 
Armenian Communities, research networks and funding schemes for Philosophy and Public Affairs, UNDP and 
other regional funding initiatives, fundraising and donations, and institutional support in Armenia. 
 
* Background to Phase 1 Project: Policy, Expertise, and Trust in Action (PERITIA) 
 

• Horizon 2020 multidisciplinary research project on conditions of trust in public experts. 
• Duration: February 2020-May 2023 
• 11 international partner institutions. Team of 36 philosophers, social and natural scientists, policy 

experts, ethicists, psychologists, media specialists, and civil society actors.  
• The American University of Armenia was one of the partner institutions. 
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• The project received competitive peer-reviewed funding of €3 million from the European Commission 
 
Research and Outreach Activities in Armenia by PERITIA 
 

• 1. PERITIA Discussions @AUA Series – Bi-weekly  hybrid discussions  in Armenia on works by 
international scholars presenting at the PERITIA online lecture series, [Un]Truths. https://peritia-
trust.eu/peritia-lectures// The lectures were also translated into Armenian. Engaging with international 
speakers on cutting edge topics 

• 2. Publica outreach.  Youth-on-Trust Competition for 13-18 year olds.  48 participants from over 25 
cities and villages in Armenia. 4  Armenian finalists are among the 12  winners of the international prize 
of travel to Brussels. Plans to continue on biannual basis and to become part of the outreach activities 
of ASOF.   

• 3. International Conference on  a topic of global interest.  Ethics of Trust and Expertise.   hosted by AUA 
in Armenia over three days. 65 peer reviewed papers and three keynote addresses.  BoonTV recording  
and translation of 18 talks. 

• 4. Workshop on Armenian Policy Issues. Science and Expertise in Armenia - A hybrid workshop, June 3, 
2022. Papers by 10 speakers from Armenia on question of public trust in  Armenia. Publication in late 
2022. Workshop on local issues   

• 5. Translation project. Readings in Political Epistemology. Translation of 10 papers/chapters in political 
epistemology.  

• 6. Data Collection: Major national phone survey on trust in science and expertise completed in May 
2022 as part of a seven country PERITIA survey. 1200 respondents. Results will be analysed and 
compared to other participating European countries.  

• 7. Introducing the idea of direct democracy First ever citizen forum in Armenia. Discussions involving 
citizens and experts on climate issues. November 2022.  

 
 
Charter for Center’s Operations 
 
Diversity 
The project will strive for proportionate representation of all genders, to the extent that that is possible. 
 
Excellence 
The project will embrace excellence as a foundational principle, pooling together the expertise of the best 
minds from around the world. 
 
Apolitical & Non-religious 
The project will not associate itself with a political movement, political party, or a particular political ideology, 
whether in Armenia or abroad, and will not have any religious affiliations. The project will base its doctrine on 
international humanistic values. 
 
Inclusive 
The project will be all inclusive of all segments and subgroups of society, across ethnicities, genders, sexual 
orientations, and economic classes. 
 
Science-based 
The project will guide its operations based on established research methods in the sciences and humanities, 
relying on evidence, reliable data and critical assessment mechanisms. 
 
Non-profit 
The project  will  be a non-profit entity and will not be organized for the private gain of any person. 
 
External Assessment 
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The project and its deliverables will be  subject to external independent assessment. ASOF can help guide the 
project in this process. 
 
Open Discourse 
The project would accord to values of free speech and open constructive discourse. 
 
Academic Freedoms 
The project will respect and promote the academic freedoms of all its members and affiliates. Academic 
freedoms shall include the right(s) to freedom: 
 
- in teaching and discussion; 
- in carrying out research without commercial or political interference; 
- to disseminate and publish one's research findings; 
- from institutional censorship, including the right to express one's opinion publicly about the institution or the 
education system in which one works; and 
- to participate in professional and representative bodies, including trade unions. 
 
 
 

Submitted by ASOF Philosophy and Ethics Task Force  
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